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COURSE BASICS
HIS399/MPA581: Special Topics in Public History—Digital Public History
T/Th 9:30-10:45am
HUM207 (Tuesdays) WPAC184 (Thursdays)
Student Hours: T/Th 11-12; W 10-2; by appointment;
Humanities 215
jbeatty@ycp.edu

COURSE DESCRIPTION
Historians are now living and working in a digital age, and as such, must
confront and engage in the theory and practices of digital public history. In the
field of public history, historical learning is disseminated to a
broader public through a wide variety of means. This course will expose
students to a number of different kinds of digital public history work such as
online museums and exhibits, archives, historical interpretation,
and digital software and tools for historical research and
interpretation. Throughout this course, we will grapple with the challenges of
doing digital public history. As this is a collective enterprise, much of our
exploration and practice will be done together in class in order to implement
strategies for best practices. We will engage with new and innovative readings
and projects relating to digital public history, work on developing digital skills
and literacy, and by the end of the semester, students will create a collective
digital public history project using collections here at York College. The
ultimate goal will be for students to work together to understand the best
practices of digital and public history, to make this work accessible to a
wider public, and to create a project valuable to the communities of York
College and the city of York, PA.

COURSE OBJECTIVES
1. To introduce students to the theory, methodology, and practice of digital
public history.
2. To provide students with the necessary tools to create works of digital
public history.
3. To reinforce traditional methods of doing history, and engage students in
primary research and secondary source readings.
4. To demonstrate the importance of the use of digital technology for the
practice of history.
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COURSE POLICIES
Students will, above all, be respectful to each other and to the instructor.
This course syllabus is subject to revision by the instructor.

Classroom Etiquette
While York College recognizes students’ need for educational
and emergency-related technological devices such as laptops, mobile
devices, cellular phones, etc., using them unethically or recreationally during
class time is never appropriate. The College recognizes and supports faculty
members’ authority to regulate in their classrooms student use of all
electronic devices.

Students who wish to use a laptop or tablet for note-taking or for accessing
readings in class are welcome to do so. However, the use of laptops or
tablets for purposes other than the above (i.e., email, messaging, other
coursework, internet browsing unrelated to the course) is not acceptable.
During class, all cell phone use is prohibited (unless otherwise permitted
explicitly by the instructor for classroom use or unless student has
extenuating circumstances and is given express permission by the instructor
to use phone). These devices should be put away, silenced, and out of sight.
Violation of this technology policy by use of laptops/tablets for nonclassroom activity or any use of phone will adversely affect students’
participation and, if egregious, attendance grades.

N.B.: This course requires the use of computers on lab days,
but students are still required to abide by the in-class technology policy as
detailed above.

Reading
Students are expected to complete all readings prior to the class meeting.
Students must bring copies of their reading (printed sources from Canvas or
their computers/tablets with copies of readings/notes) with them to class on
the day in which these readings are assigned. A reminder: students will not
be able to use their phones to access the reading materials during class
time. It is highly encouraged that students take notes on the reading and
bring these notes to class; this will greatly assist students’ ability to
participate and engage in class discussion.
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Communication
York College recognizes the importance of effective communication in all
disciplines and careers. Therefore, students are expected to competently
analyze, synthesize, organize, and articulate course material in papers,
examinations and presentations. In addition, students should know and use
communication skills current to their field of study, recognize the need for
revision as part of their writing process, and employ standard conventions of
English usage in both writing and speaking. Students may be asked to further
revise assignments that do not demonstrate effective use of these
communication
skills. Students are responsible for checking their college email
accounts and the course site regularly.

The instructor will communicate with students via email and announcements
on the course website. Please do not use your personal email account to
email the instructor; instead, use your YCP email account when
corresponding with the instructor. It is also advisable to email the instructor
via the email client you use (Gmail in browser, Outlook, etc.) rather than
sending a message through Canvas—these emails do not directly forward to
the instructor’s email account

Instructor Feedback
Students should generally expect feedback on all assignments about one
week after handing in these assignments. On holidays and school breaks, this
time frame may be extended. Students should also allow additional time
when late work is submitted, though the instructor will make every attempt to
provide feedback within the week. Feedback for work submitted online will
be made available online (comments and grades).

Late Work Policy
Students may submit late assignments only within 48 hours of the
assignment’s due date. Late work on the final project will not be accepted.
*N.B.: if there is an extenuating circumstance and the student explains their
need for an extension in a timely manner, the instructor will accept late work;
the student must communicate this need with the professor directly and
mutually agree to an extended deadline.
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Learning Accommodations
If you are a student with a disability in need of classroom
accommodations and have not already registered with Linda Miller, Director
of Student Accessibility Services, please contact her at 815-1785 or
lmille18@ycp.edu to discuss policies and procedures related to disability
services and to establish the accommodations for which you are eligible.
Please contact your instructor ASAP to speak about how these
accommodations can be applied to your work this semester.

Academic Integrity Policy
York College’s mission statement stipulates that strict adherence to
principles of academic honesty is expected of all students. Therefore,
academic dishonesty will not be tolerated at York College. Academic
dishonesty refers to actions such as, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism,
fabricating research, falsifying academic documents, etc., and includes all
situations where students make use of the work of others and claim such work
as their own.

When a faculty member believes a student has committed an act of academic
dishonesty, the faculty member must inform the student in writing and then
has ten business days from that written notification to the student to report
the incident to the Dean of Academic Affairs and the Department Chair.
Documentation related to instances of academic dishonesty will be kept on
file in the student’s permanent record. If the academic dishonesty is the
student’s first offense, the faculty member will have the discretion to decide
on a suitable sanction up to a grade of 0 for the course. Students are not
permitted to withdraw from a course in which they have been accused of
academic dishonesty.

Students who believe they have been unjustly charged or sanctioned (in
cases involving a first offense) must discuss the situation with the faculty
member and have 10 business days thereafter to submit an appeal to Student
Welfare Committee through the Dean of Academic Affairs. If an appeal is
filed, the Student Welfare Committee will then conduct a hearing to review
the charge and/or sanction. In cases of a first offense, the faculty member
may request that the Student Welfare Committee conduct a hearing and
decide on the sanction, which can involve academic suspension or dismissal
from the College, if the faculty member believes the offense to be of an
extremely egregious nature.
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If the Dean of Academic Affairs determines that the academic dishonesty is
the student’s second offense, the Dean will provide written notification to the
student, the faculty member, and the Department Chair. The Student Welfare
Committee will automatically conduct a hearing to review the charge and
decide on an appropriate sanction, which will involve academic
suspension or dismissal from the College. Students who believe the Student
Welfare Committee has unjustly sanctioned them may submit a written appeal
to the Dean of Academic Affairs within 72 hours of receiving notification of the
Student Welfare Committee’s sanction. Students are encouraged to
communicate with the instructor if they have questions about this policy or
whether their work violates this policy (in advance of the due date).

COURSE WORK
*Unless otherwise noted, assignment submissions must be posted on the
online course site. If the site malfunctions, or you have difficulties
posting, your work is still due. Students must email a copy to the
instructor by the due date, and eventually post it on the course site.*

Attendance (25 points, 5%)
Students must earn this grade through regular attendance in class.
Attendance includes your physical presence, but also your mental presence
as well. Students should give respectful attention to the instructor, to other
students, and to course content; persistent phone usage, lateness, or other
inattentive and disrespectful behavior will negatively affect a students’
attendance grade. Students may miss two class sessions without penalty to
their grade. Excused absences are granted only in certain circumstances
(such as a medical appointment or family emergency); in these instances,
students must communicate with the professor and provide documentation
(i.e. a doctor’s note) in order to have absences excused. N.B.: The instructor
will not re-teach a missed class session via email or office hours.

Participation (50 points, 11%)
Participation is an integral point of students’ success in this class. Students
must earn this grade through regular engagement in each class session; this
includes asking questions, answering questions, and participating fully in lab
activities.
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Weekly Reflections and Peer Responses
(150 points, 10 points each, 33%)
Each week, students will draft 250-500 word reactions/reflections
to each week’s readings and post them on Canvas. Reflections are due by
Sunday night at 5pm (prior to the Tuesday discussion session for which that
reading is assigned). These posts should not be summaries of the reading, but
rather a critical engagement with the material, including a student’s thoughts
on the readings, how it relates to what we have discussed in class, particular
points in which a student might disagree with points made in the reading,
and questions the reading raises for our purposes.

Additionally, students are required to post substantive responses
to at least two classmates’ posts by Monday night at 8pm the day before
readings will be discussed. A substantive response can include but is not
limited to agreement (with significant conversational engagement—a simple
“I agree!” will not suffice), questions, connections to other points or
readings, or relation to other students’ comments.

These reflections and responses are intended to provoke thoughtful classroom
discussion and serve as groundwork for each week’s class topics.

Public History Site Evaluations (50 points,
25 points each, 11%)
Students will write two brief evaluations over the course of the semester
evaluating one physical public history site and one digital public history site.
These write ups should follow evaluation standards discussed during Week 4.
Write ups should be posted on Canvas and should be between 250-500
words. There is no due date for these assignments per se; students should
complete these evaluations when their schedule permits over the course of
the semester. Posts must be uploaded, at the very latest, by

December 7 at

9:30am .

Digital Tool Presentation (25 points, 5%)
We will explore a number of digital tools that may be useful for our final
project during Week 6. Students will work in pairs and sign up for one (or two,
depending) of the listed tools early in the semester. Presentations should
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be 5-10 minutes in length, and must include an overview of the tool, its
purposes, how it works, and how it could be utilized for our project’s
purposes.

Weekly Lab Work (70 points, 10 points
each, 15%)
On most Thursdays during the semester, we will meet in the computer lab and
have a technological practicum for various software, tools, and strategies
related to the field of Digital Public History. This includes a brief overview
from the instructor and an assigned activity that can be completed by the
end of class, but will often require a bit of out-of-class work to complete.
Lab activities must be submitted on Canvas by the time the next class session
starts, generally by the following Tuesday at 9:30am.

Final Project (80 points, 18%)
A significant portion of students’ semester grades will be comprised of work
towards the final group project: an online archive and exhibit featuring the
as-of-yet undigitized collections of York County’s Rail Trail project. Over the
course of the semester, students will complete related reading and research,
along with digitization of original source material and planning and
execution of an accessible, online project geared towards members of the
York community that will coincide with the opening of the Rail Trail in the fall
of 2020. Students will combine the skills and understanding they gain over
the semester to create this project together, working as a group. Students
must keep a regular journal on Google Drive (worth 20 points on its own)
detailing the work they complete over the course of the semester, and
participate actively in the creation of the project. Students will be graded on
their work in the group project and how this work contributed to the overall
success of the project at semester’s end.

Semester Grade Breakdown
4: 90%, 405+ Points
3.5: 85-89%, 382-404 Points
3: 80-84.9%, 360-381 Points
2.5: 75-79.9%, 337-359

2: 70-74.9%, 315-336 Points
1: 65-69;.9%, 292-314 Points
0: Below 65%, Below 292
Points
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Course Schedule
Thursday, January 23: Introduction to Course
Week 1 Reflection Due Sunday by 5; Week 1 Responses due
Monday by 8

Week 1
Tuesday, January 28: Defining Digital and Public History
Reading:
Sam Weinburg, “Thinking Like a Historian,”
Weible, "Defining Public History: Is it Possible? Is It Necessary?"
Seefeldt and Thomas, “What Is Digital History?”
Cohen and Rosenzweig, "Introduction" and “Exploring the
History Web”

Thursday, January 30: Introduction to Site Building with
WordPress (Lab #1)
Pre-lab activity prep:
Create a free WordPress account (for the purposes of this class;
if you already have an account, please make a new one) at
https://wordpress.com/start/user?ref=create-website-lp
Week 2 Reflection Due Sunday by 5; Week 2 Responses due
Monday by 8

Week 2
Tuesday, February 4: York County Rail Trail: Archivist
Visit/Site Visit
Reading:
Brennan, "Getting to the Stuff"
York County Rail Trail Information
Lab #1 Due

Thursday, February 6: HTML/CSS Basics (Lab #2)
Week 3 Reflection Due Sunday by 5; Week 3 Responses due
Monday by 8

Week 3
Tuesday, February 11: Physical v. Digital Exhibits and Archives
Reading:
Wyman et al, "Digital Storytelling in Museums"
Owens, "What do you mean by Archive?"
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(skim) Cohen and Rosenzweig, "Preserving Digital History" and
"Collecting History Online"
Rosenzweig, "Scarcity or Abundance?"
Cohen, "The Future of Preserving the Past"
Lab #2 Due

Thursday, February 13: Digitization Best Practices (Lab #3)
Pre-lab activity prep:
Read Introduction, Metadata sections of NARA's Technical
Guidelines for Digitizing Archival Materials for Electronic
Access
Week 4 Reflection Due Sunday by 5; Week 4 Responses due
Monday by 8

Week 4
Tuesday, February 18: Evaluating Digital Public History Projects
*Bring Laptop or Tablet to Discussion*
Reading:
AHA Guidelines for the Professional Evaluation of Digital
Scholarship by Historians
“Evaluating Public History Websites”
Presner, "How to Evaluate Digital Scholarship"
Lab #3 Due

Thursday, February 20: Omeka Workshop (Lab #4)
Reading:
Posner, “Up and Running with Omeka.net"
Posner Brett, “Creating an Omeka Exhibit"
“Working With Dublin Core"
Pre-Lab Activity Prep:
Create a free trial account on Omeka.net
(https://www.omeka.net/signup)
Assemble a digital collection of files that you own (at least
twenty) and upload them in a Google Drive folder to access
during
class
Week 5 Reflection Due Sunday by 5; Week 5 Responses due
Monday by 8
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Week 5
Tuesday, February 25: Digital Public History' s Audience, and
Audience as Practitioners of Publicee History
Reading:
Cohen and Rosenzweig, "Building an Audience,"
Rosenzweig, "Can History Be Open Source?"
Causer and Wallace, "Building a Volunteer Community,"
Frankle, "More Crowdsourced Scholarship"
Lab #4 Due

Thursday, February 27: Scalar (Lab #5)
Pre-Lab Activity Prep:
Create a free Scalar account
(https://scalar.usc.edu/works/system/register)
Week 6 Reflection Due Sunday March 8 by 5; Week 6 Responses
due Monday March 9 by 8

Week 6
Tuesday, March 10: Accessibility and Sustainability of Digital
Public History Projects
Reading:
Cohen and Rosenzweig, "Owning the Past"
Giglia, "Open Access, Open Data"
(skim) Peter Suber, Open Access
Explore Creative Commons Licenses:
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/
Lab #5 Due

Thursday, March 12: Digital Tool Presentations
Due: Group Presentations in Class
Week 7 Reflection Due Sunday by 5; Week 7 Responses due
Monday by 8

Week 7
Tuesday, March 17: Creating Community and Doing Oral
History in the Digital Age
Reading:
Michael Frisch, “Oral History and the Digital Revolution"
Tebeau, “Listening to the City"
Gutterman, “OutHistory.org: An Experiment in LGBTQ Community
HistoryMaking"
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OHA ethical guidelines
Daugherty, “WhoOwns Oral History?”
Lab #4 Due

Thursday, March 19: Dynamic Family Narratives Timeline Demo
Week 8 Reflection Due Sunday by 5; Week 8 Responses due
Monday by 8

Week 8
Tuesday, March 24: Design
Reading:
Owens, “Becoming Digital Public Historians"
Krug, “How we really use the web"
Cohen and Rosenzweig, "Designing for the History Web"
Scheinfeldt, "Omeka and Its Peers"
Zeldman, "Understanding Web Design"
“Responsive Web Design: What it is and how to use it"
Week 7 Lab Work Due

Thursday, March 26: Photoshop (Lab #6)
Pre-Lab Activity Prep:
Choose a historical (preferably black and white) photograph
from The Digital Public Library of America (https://dp.la/) or
the Library of Congress Prints and Photographs
(http://www.loc.gov/pictures/) and have the link/file ready for
class
Week 9 Reflection Due Sunday by 5; Week 9 Responses due
Monday by 8

Week 9
Tuesday, March 31: Social Media and Public History
Reading:
Allen-Greil et al., “Social Media and Organizational Change"
“Managing Social Media, Doing Public History”
Post/Interview: “From Twitter to Spotify: The Digital Presence of
the Museum of Romanticism in Madrid”
“Sustaining Places: Guidelines on Digital Presence”
Lab #6 Due

Thursday, April 2: Building a Social Media and Web Presence
(Lab #7)
Week 10 Reflection Due Sunday by 5; Week 10 Responses due
Monday by 8
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Week 10
Tuesday, April 7: Gaming as Public History
Reading:
Mir & Owens, "Modeling Indigenous Peoples: Unpacking Ideology
in Sid Meier’s Colonization"
Zucconi et al, "Pox and the City"
Choose one article from the JDH Spring 2012 Special Section on
Gaming to read
Play with at least two of these games:
Mission US
Jamestown Adventure
Argument Wars
Cotton Millionaire
Lab #7 Due

Week 11
Tuesday, April 14: Mapping the Final Project and Assigning
Roles & Tasks
Reading:
“Getting the Website Information Architecture Right”
Morgan, "How to Get a Digital Project off the Ground"
NYPL, Planning Digital Projects for Historical Collections

Thursday, April 16: Final Project Group Work TBD
Week 12
Tuesday, April 21: Final Project Group Work TBD
Thursday, April 23: Final Project Group Work TBD
Week 13
Tuesday, April 28: Final Project Group Work TBD
Thursday, April 30: Final Project Group Work TBD
Week 14
Tuesday, May 5: Final Project Group Work TBD
Thursday, May 7: Final Project Group Work TBD
*Final Project Presentation Date and Time TBD*
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