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Publ ic  Histor ians are now l iv ing and working in a dig i ta l  age,  and as
such,  must confront and engage in the theory and pract ices of  dig i ta l
publ ic  history.  In the f ie ld of  publ ic  history ,  histor ical  learning is
disseminated to a broader publ ic  through a wide var iety of  means.  This
course wi l l  expose students to a number of  di f ferent k inds of  dig i ta l
publ ic  history work such as onl ine museums and exhibits ,  archives,
histor ical  interpretat ion,  and digita l  software and tools for histor ical
research and interpretat ion.  This course studies the theoret ical ,
pract ical ,  and professional  work of  dig i ta l  publ ic  history.  Addit ional ly ,
Digita l  Publ ic  History is  grounded in project-based learning and is
designated as a high- impact course.  Students wi l l  perform orig inal
pr imary and secondary research and plan,  design,  and bui ld a publ ic ly
accessible ,  born-digita l  publ ic  history project  during the course of  the
semester.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

COURSE OBJECTIVES
To introduce students to the theory,  methodology,  and pract ice of
digita l  publ ic  history.
To provide students with the necessary tools to create works of
digita l  publ ic  history.
To reinforce tradit ional  methods of  doing history ,  and engage
students in pr imary research and secondary source readings.
To demonstrate the importance of  the use of  dig i ta l  technology for
the pract ice of  history.

1.

2.

3.

4.

COURSE BASICS
HIS304 Digital Public History

T/Th 9:30-10:45am
HUM 126 and WPAC Computer Labs (See schedule)

Office Hours:  T/Th 12:30-1:30; W 1-3;  by appt
Humanities 215

jbeatty@ycp.edu
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Students wi l l ,  above al l ,  be respectful  to each other and to the
instructor.  This course syl labus is  subject  to revis ion by the instructor.

Technology Policy
While York Col lege recognizes students ’  need for educat ional  and
emergency-related technological  devices such as laptops,  mobi le
devices,  cel lu lar phones,  etc. ,  using them unethical ly  or recreat ional ly
during c lass t ime is  never appropriate.  The Col lege recognizes and
supports faculty  members ’  authority  to regulate in their  c lassrooms
student use of  a l l  e lectronic devices.  

Because our reading assignments are exclusively  onl ine,  students are
strongly encouraged to bring a laptop or tablet for in-class work
every day that there is required reading. However,  the use of
laptops or tablets for inappropriate purposes ( i .e . ,  emai l ,  messaging,
other coursework,  internet browsing unrelated to the course)  is  not
acceptable.  During c lass,  all  cell  phone use is prohibited  (unless
otherwise permitted expl ic i t ly  by the instructor for c lassroom use or
unless student has extenuat ing c ircumstances and is  g iven express
permission by the instructor to use phone) .  These devices should be
put away, silenced, and out of sight .  V iolat ion of  this  technology
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COURSE POLICIES

A note about our work this semester:  Digita l  work can be excit ing
and fun;  i t  can also be chal lenging and frustrat ing.  You are not
expected to perfect  any of  these ski l ls  this  semester.  You are,
however,  expected to try ,  to troubleshoot,  and even to fa i l  at  these
tasks (so long as you try and try again after that fa i lure! ) .  You are
strongly encouraged to seek out solut ions to chal lenges and
roadblocks as you encounter them, either through onl ine tutoria ls ,
help sect ions,  Google searches,  or even from advice from your
classmates.  Part  of  the learning experience,  especial ly  in this  c lass,  is
doing your level  best to f ind solut ions to problems you encounter.
Often,  f inding your own way through wrong answers and methods
helps you remember the r ight ones best .  Don’t  be afraid of  fa i l ing or
not understanding;  so long as you are try ing your hardest to f ind
solut ions to these chal lenges,  you’ l l  be on the r ight track!



pol icy by use of  laptops/tablets for non-classroom act iv i ty  or any use
of phone wi l l  adversely af fect  students ’  part ic ipat ion and,  i f  egregious,
attendance grades.  

For Workshop days,  we wi l l  be meeting in one of  WPAC’s computer
labs,  and therefore students wi l l  not be required to br ing their  devices
during those sessions.  However,  i f  students are more comfortable
working with their  own devices,  they may bring and use those instead
(so long as the device has the capabi l i ty  of  working with the
program/platform assigned for that day) .  
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Communication

Instructor Feedback

York Col lege recognizes the importance of  effect ive communicat ion in
al l  d isc ipl ines and careers.  Therefore,  students are expected to
competently  analyze,  synthesize,  organize,  and art iculate course
materia l  in papers,  examinat ions and presentat ions.  In addit ion,
students should know and use communicat ion ski l ls  current to their
f ie ld of  study,  recognize the need for revis ion as part  of  their  writ ing
process,  and employ standard conventions of  Engl ish usage in both
writ ing and speaking.  Students may be asked to further revise
assignments that do not demonstrate effect ive use of  these
communicat ion ski l ls .  

Students are responsible for checking their  YCP emai l  accounts,  the
Canvas s i te ,  and Perusal l  regular ly .  The instructor wi l l  communicate
with students v ia emai l  and announcements on the course website;  i t
is  imperat ive that students set up not i f icat ions and/or alerts (e i ther
via emai l  or an app alert  on your devices)  of  messages from Canvas.
Please do not use your personal  emai l  account to emai l  the instructor;
instead,  use your YCP emai l  account when corresponding with the
instructor.  I t  is  a lso advisable to emai l  the instructor v ia the emai l
c l ient you use (Gmai l  in browser,  Outlook,  etc . )  and do not send a
message through Canvas—these messages do not direct ly  forward to
the instructor ’s  emai l  account.

Unless otherwise not i f ied by the instructor ,  students should expect
feedback on al l  assignments within one week of  handing in these
assignments.  Students should general ly  a l low addit ional  t ime when 
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Late Work Policy

Learning and Testing Accommodations

late work is  submitted,  though the instructor wi l l  make every attempt
to provide feedback within the week.  Feedback wi l l  be made avai lable
onl ine ( including comments and grades) .  

Al l  due dates are t ime-stamped on Canvas,  and are expected to be
submitted at  that part icular date and t ime.  Late assignments can only
receive up to hal f  credit  within 48 hours of  the due date.  One minute to
24 hours is  the f irst  day,  and so on,  after that .  Workshop assignments
are general ly  due by the end of  the c lass session,  but exceptions can be
made on a c lass-wide or indiv idual  basis i f  necessary.  Students may
only make up in-c lass work with excused absences,  and must arrange
for handing those assignments in with the instructor ASAP.  Extensions
can be arranged for speci f ic  purposes on al l  assignments,  but this  must
be done ahead of  t ime.  I f  there are extenuat ing c ircumstances
(personal ,  health,  etc . ) ,  these can be arranged as wel l .  N.B.  The f inal
project  must  be submitted at  least  2 days in advance of  semester
grades being due (date TBD, set  by registrar) .  

I f  you are a student with a disabi l i ty  in need of  c lassroom
accommodations and have not a lready registered with Linda Mi l ler ,
Director of  Student Accessibi l i ty  Services,  please contact her at  717-
815-1785 or lmi l le18@ycp.edu to discuss pol ic ies and procedures
related to disabi l i ty  services and to establ ish the accommodations for
which you are el ig ible.  Please contact your instructor ASAP to speak
about how these accommodations can be appl ied to your work this
semester.

Academic Integrity Policy
York Col lege ’s  mission statement st ipulates that str ict  adherence to
principles of  academic honesty is  expected of  a l l  students.  Therefore,
academic dishonesty wi l l  not be tolerated at  York Col lege.  Academic
dishonesty refers to act ions such as,  but not l imited to,  cheat ing,
plagiar ism, fabricat ing research,  fa ls i fy ing academic documents,  etc . ,
and includes al l  s i tuat ions where students make use of  the work of
others and cla im such work as their  own. When a faculty  member
bel ieves a student has committed an act  of  academic dishonesty ,  the 

mailto:lmille18@ycp.edu
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faculty  member must inform the student in writ ing and then has ten
business days from that written not i f icat ion to the student to report  the
incident to the Dean of  Academic Affa irs and the Department Chair .
Documentat ion related to instances of  academic dishonesty wi l l  be kept
on f i le  in the student ’s  permanent record.  I f  the academic dishonesty is
the student ’s  f i rst  offense,  the faculty member will  have the
discretion to decide on a suitable sanction up to a grade of 0 for
the course.  Students are not permitted to withdraw from a course in
which they have been accused of  academic dishonesty.  

Students who bel ieve they have been unjust ly  charged or sanct ioned ( in
cases involv ing a f i rst  offense)  must discuss the s i tuat ion with the
faculty member and have 10 business days thereafter to submit  an
appeal  to Student Welfare Committee through the Dean of  Academic
Affairs .  I f  an appeal  is  f i led,  the Student Welfare Committee wi l l  then
conduct a hearing to review the charge and/or sanct ion.  In cases of  a
f irst  offense,  the faculty  member may request that the Student Welfare
Committee conduct a hearing and decide on the sanct ion,  which can
involve academic suspension or dismissal  from the Col lege,  i f  the
faculty member bel ieves the offense to be of  an extremely egregious
nature.  I f  the Dean of  Academic Affa irs determines that the academic
dishonesty is  the student ’s  second offense,  the Dean wi l l  provide
written not i f icat ion to the student ,  the faculty  member,  and the
Department Chair .  The Student Welfare Committee wi l l  automatical ly
conduct a hearing to review the charge and decide on an appropriate
sanct ion,  which wi l l  involve academic suspension or dismissal  from the
Col lege.  Students who bel ieve the Student Welfare Committee has
unjust ly  sanct ioned them may submit  a written appeal  to the Dean of
Academic Affa irs within 72 hours of  receiv ing not i f icat ion of  the Student
Welfare Committee ’s  sanct ion.  Students are encouraged to
communicate with the instructor i f  they have quest ions about this
pol icy or whether their  work v iolates this  pol icy ( in advance of  the due
date) .  

Materia ls  def ining plagiar ism wi l l  be provided on the Canvas page.
Students are expected to review these materia ls  and contact the
instructor i f  they have any quest ions.  A lack of communication with
the instructor implies an understanding of the course plagiarism
policies.  



COURSE WORK
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Attendance and Participation (75 Points)
Students ’  attendance in c lass is  mandatory,  and is  essentia l  to success
in this course.  Attendance includes not just  your physical  presence in
class,  but a lso your mental  presence as wel l ;  being focused on the c lass
discussion,  l istening to your peers and to the instructor ,  and being
act ively  engaged in each c lass session is  necessary for a strong
attendance grade.  Students who are regular ly  late,  absent ,  or otherwise
distracted (on phone,  etc. )  wi l l  receive attendance penalt ies ,  even when
they are physical ly  attending c lass.  Students are permitted two
absences (no quest ions asked) without penalty to their  grade;  after
that ,  students wi l l  begin to incur a grade penalty .  In-c lass part ic ipat ion
is even more essentia l  to success in this  course.  Students wi l l  earn
their  discussion grade by thinking cr i t ical ly  about the reading,  coming
to c lass with ideas and quest ions for discussion,  and part ic ipate
act ively  in the conversat ion.  

Perusall (50 Points)
This semester ,  our reading act iv i ty  wi l l  be conducted exclusively  on an
onl ine platform cal led Perusal l .  A l l  assigned readings wi l l  be free and
avai lable there for students.

Addit ional ly ,  Perusal l  enables conversat ions on the readings
themselves.  Therefore,  your reading and engagement with the reading
from Perusal l  wi l l  be graded.  Perusal l  grades include the t ime spent
engaged with the reading,  your comments and quest ions on the
content ,  your conversat ions with each other,  your react ions,  and any
other l inks you may see between the history ,  our current world,  or
other c lasses you are taking.  Information about how Perusal l  grades
these readings and the most important elements of  these assignments
is  avai lable on Canvas.  Reading and comments are due by midnight
the night before they are l isted on the course schedule.  

DPH Pecha Kucha Presentation (40 Points)
Students wi l l  work in smal l  groups to present a free,  open access DPH
platform or program to the c lass in Pecha Kucha format.  Students may
choose which platform/program and classmates with whom they ’d l ike to 
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Discussion Posts & Response Comments (45 Pts)
Throughout the semester ,  students wi l l  answer three of five  d iscussion
prompts on Canvas.  Students are free to choose which three of  the f ive
they wi l l  answer.  Addit ional ly ,  for prompts that students do not answer,
they are required to comment on all  posts made by other students.
Discussion posts should be 250-500 words and must direct ly  engage
with the substance of  the assigned readings;  posts are due by 8pm the
night before c lass sessions.  Discussion posts wi l l  be graded out of  10
points each.  Comments/repl ies to peers ’  posts should be substantive
and engage with the speci f ics of  the posts.  Comments are due before
class begins.  Comments wi l l  be graded out of  5 points each.

DPH Project Evaluations (25 Points)
Students wi l l  write a br ief  evaluat ions over the course of  the semester
evaluat ing a dig i ta l  publ ic  history project  of  their  choosing (must be
approved by instructor) .  These evaluat ions should fol low the standards
discussed and establ ished in c lass discussion on February 22.
Evaluat ions must be posted on Canvas,  anyt ime between the February
22 discussion and May 5 at  9:30AM. Evaluat ions should be 500-750
words in length,  and expl ic i t ly  engage with the substance of  assigned
readings and class discussions.  

Workshop Assignments (90 Points)
Five c lass sessions this semester wi l l  be dedicated to working with
digita l  tools and platforms.  These workshops wi l l  include pre-class prep
work (assigned on course schedule)  and an in-c lass act iv i ty  ut i l iz ing that
pre-class prep work.  Workshop assignments are general ly  due by the
end of  the c lass session,  but exceptions can be made on a c lass-wide or
indiv idual  basis i f  necessary.

Final Project (100 Points)
A signif icant port ion of  students ’  semester grades wi l l  be comprised of
work towards the f inal  group project :  an onl ine archive and exhibit
featuring the as-of-yet  undigit ized col lect ions of  York County ’s  Rai l - to-
Trai l  project .  Over the course of  the semester ,  students wi l l  complete
related reading and research,  a long with dig it izat ion of  or ig inal  source
materia l  and planning and execut ion of  an accessible ,  onl ine project
geared towards members of  the York community that wi l l  coincide with
the upcoming opening of  a port ion of  the Rai l  Trai l .  Students wi l l
combine the ski l ls  and understanding they gain over the semester to
create this project  together,  working as a group.  Students must keep a 
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Semester Grade Breakdown

4: 90%, 383-425 Points
3.5: 85-89%, 362-382 Points
3: 80-84.9%, 340-361 Points
2.5: 75-79.9%, 319-339 Points

2: 70-74.9%, 298-318 Points
1: 65-69;.9%, 276-297 Points
0: Below 65%, Below 2 Points

regular journal  (v ia Canvas submissions)  detai l ing the work they
complete over the course of  the semester (see course schedule for due
dates) ,  and part ic ipate act ively  in the creat ion of  the project .  Students
wi l l  be graded on their  indiv idual  work in and contr ibut ions to the
group project .



COURSE SCHEDULE

9

Read:  Syl labus

Please arr ive f ive minutes early  to c lass.

Read:  Sam Weinberg,  “Thinking Like a Histor ian” ;  Weible,
"Def ining Publ ic  History:  Is  i t  Possible? Is  I t  Necessary?" ;
Seefeldt  and Thomas,  “What Is  Digita l  History?” ;   Kramer,
“Toward a Def init ion of  Digita l  Publ ic  History” ;  Cohen and
Rosenzweig,  " Introduct ion" and “Explor ing the History Web” 
In-Class:  Pecha Kucha Sign-Up
Due: Discussion Post #1 (by February 2 at  8PM);  Discussion
Post Comments #1 (by February 3 at  9:30AM)

Please arr ive f ive minutes early  to c lass.

Pre-Class Prep Work:  Create a free CodeCamp Account
( l ink avai lable on Canvas) .  Complete “Basic HTML and HTML
5” and “Basic CSS” programs. Post complet ion cert i f icates
by the t ime class begins.
In-Class:  Workshop assignment #1

Read:  Wyman, Smith,  Meyers,  and Godfrey,  "Digita l
Storytel l ing in Museums: Observat ions and Best Pract ices” ;
Owens,  "What do you mean by Archive?" ;  Cohen and
Rosenzweig,  "Preserving Digita l  History” ;  Rosenzweig,
“Scarcity  or Abundance?” ;  Cohen,  “The Future of  Preserving
the Past”  (N.B. more on next page)

Thursday, January 27, 2022: Introduction

Tuesday, February 1,  2022: Guest Speaker 

Thursday, February 3,  2022: Defining Digital and Public
History

Tuesday, February 8,  2022: Guest Speaker

Thursday, February 10, 2022: HTML/CSS Basics Workshop
(Meet in WPAC 187)

Tuesday, February 15, 2022: Physical v.  Digital Exhibits
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Skim Cohen and Rosenzweig,  "Col lect ing History Onl ine”
on Canvas
Due:  Discussion Post #2 (by February 14 at  8PM);
Discussion Post Comments #2 (by February 15 at  9:30AM)

Please arr ive f ive minutes early  to c lass.

Read:  AHA Guidel ines for the Professional  Evaluat ion of
Digita l  Scholarship by Histor ians” ;  Presner,  "How to
Evaluate Digita l  Scholarship”
Pecha Kucha #1:  HistoryPin

Pre-Class Prep Work:  
Read Introduct ion,  Metadata sect ions of  NARA’s Technical
Guidel ines for Digit iz ing Archival  Materia ls  for Electronic
Access;  Posner,  “Up and Running with Omeka.net , ”
avai lable;  Mir iam Posner and Megan Brett ,  “Creat ing an
Omeka Exhibit ” ;  “Working With Dubl in Core”  
Create a free tr ia l  account on Omeka.net ( l ink on Canvas)
Assemble a dig i ta l  col lect ion of  f i les that you own (at
least  twenty)  and upload them in a Google Drive folder to
access during c lass
In-Class:  Workshop assignment #2

Read:  Cohen and Rosenzweig,  "Bui lding an Audience” ;
Rosenzweig,  "Can History Be Open Source?" ;  Causer and
Wal lace,  "Bui lding a Volunteer Community” ;  Frankle,
"More Crowdsourced Scholarship”
Due:  Discussion Post #3 (by February 28 at  8PM);
Discussion Post Comments #3 (by March 1 at  9:30AM)

Thursday, February 17, 2022: Final Project Introduction
with York County Rail  Trail  Authority

Tuesday, February 22, 2022: Evaluating Digital Public
History Projects

Thursday, February 24, 2022: Omeka Workshop (Meet in
WPAC 187)

Tuesday, March 1,  2022: DPH’s Audience, and Audience
as Practitioners of Public History
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Pre-Class Prep Work:  Create a free Scalar account ( l ink on
Canvas) ;  Complete the “Gett ing Started” Tutoria l  ( l ink on
Canvas)
In Class:  Workshop assignment #3

Read:  Cohen and Rosenzweig,  "Owning the Past”
Skim: Peter Suber,  Open Access 
Explore and Review: Creat ive Commons Licenses:
https://creat ivecommons.org/ l icenses/
Due:  Discussion Post #4 (by March 7 at  8PM);  Discussion
Post Comments #4 (by March 8 at  9:30AM)
Pecha Kucha #2:  Curatescape

Read:  Fr isch,  “Oral  History and the Digita l  Revolut ion:
Toward a Post-Documentary Sensibi l i ty” ;  Tebeau,
“L istening to the City :  Oral  History and Place in the Digita l
Era” ;  Gutterman,  “OutHistory.org:  An Experiment in
LGBTQ Community HistoryMaking” ;  OHA Ethical
Guidel ines;  Daugherty ,  “Who Owns Oral  History?”  
Due:  Discussion Post #5 (by March 14 at  8PM);  Discussion
Post Comments #5 (by March 15 at  9:30AM)

N.B.  i f  you are absent ,  you may be assigned to a group

Read:  Owens,  “Becoming Digita l  Publ ic  Histor ians” ;  Krug,
“How we real ly  use the web”;  Cohen and Rosenzweig,
"Designing for the History Web”;  (N.B. More on next
page)  

Thursday, March 3,  2022: Scalar Workshop (Meet in
WPAC 187)

Tuesday, March 8,  2022: Accessibil ity and Sustainability
of DPH Projects

Thursday, March 10, 2022: No Class;  “Winter Vacation”

Tuesday, March 15, 2022: Creating Community and
Doing Oral History in the Digital Age

Thursday, March 17, 2022: Final Project Work Day:
Planning, Assigning Roles/Tasks/SubGroups

Tuesday, March 22, 2022: Design
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Read,  cont inued:  Zeldman,  "Understanding Web Design” ;
Babich,  “Responsive Web Design Tutoria l  and Best
Pract ices”
Pecha Kucha #3:  Neat l ine

Pre-Class Prep Work:  Work through certain Photoshop
tutoria ls  ( l inks avai lable on Canvas)  using any photo of
your choosing;  i f  you do not have Photoshop instal led on
your computer ,  you can access i t  v ia one of  the on-
campus computers.  
Submit  your photos (or ig inal  and altered)  on Canvas by
the t ime class begins.
Choose a histor ical  (preferably black and white)
photograph from The Digita l  Publ ic  L ibrary of  America or
the Library of  Congress Pr ints and Photographs and have
the l ink/f i le  ready for c lass.
In Class:  Workshop assignment #4

Read:  Al len-Grei l  et  a l . ,  “Social  Media and Organizat ional
Change” ;  “Managing Social  Media,  Doing Publ ic  History”
Pecha Kucha #4:  T imeMapper

Pre-Class Prep Work:  Read Posner,  Varner,  & Coxal l ,
“Creat ing your web presence” ;  Cox Richardson,  “Should
Histor ians Use Twitter? Pt  1”
In Class:  Workshop assignment #5

Read:  White,  “What is  Spat ia l  History? ’ ;  Gregory and Healy ,
“Histor ical  GIS:  Structuring,  Mapping,  and Analysing
Geographies of  the Past”
Explore:  Ayers and Nesbit ,  “Seeing Emancipat ion:  Scale
and Freedom in the American South” ( l ink on Canvas)

Thursday, March 24, 2022: Photoshop Workshop (Meet
in WPAC 184)

Tuesday, March 29, 2022: Social Media and Public
History

Thursday, March 31, 2022: Building a Social Media and
Web Presence Workshop (Meet in WPAC 187)

Tuesday, April  5,  2022: Mapping Digital Public History
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Pre-Class Prep Work:  TBD
In Class:  Workshop assignment #6

Read:  Mir  & Owens,  “Model ing Indigenous Peoples:
Unpacking Ideology in Sid Meier ’s  Colonizat ion” ;  Zucconi
et  a l ,  "Pox and the City”
Choose and s ign up for one art ic le from the JDH Spring
2012 Special  Sect ion on Gaming ( l ink to journal  and s ign-
up sheet on Canvas) .  Be prepared to br ief ly  summarize
your art ic le to the c lass.  
Play at  least  two of  the games l inked on Canvas.

Read:  Laja ,  “Website Information Architecture:  How to
Optimize for UX” ;  Morgan,  “How to get a dig i ta l
humanit ies project  off  the ground”
N.B.  i f  you are absent ,  you may be assigned to part icular
tasks

Due:  Out-of-c lass work log ( including hours spent on each
tasks,  speci f ics of  work completed,  work left  to be
completed)

Due:  Out-of-c lass work log ( including hours spent on each
tasks,  speci f ics of  work completed,  work left  to be
completed)

Due:  Out-of-c lass work log ( including hours spent on each
tasks,  speci f ics of  work completed,  work left  to be
completed)

Thursday, April  7,  2022: Mapping Workshop (Meet in
WPAC 187)

Tuesday, April  12,  2022: Gaming as Public History

Thursday, April  14,  2022: Final Project:  Organization,
Logistics,  Planning

Tuesday, April  19,  2022: Final Project Group Work (Meet
in WPAC 184)

Thursday, April  21,  2022: Final Project Group Work
(Meet in WPAC 184)

Tuesday, April  26,  2022: Final Project Group Work (Meet
in WPAC 184)

14



Due: Out-of-c lass work log ( including hours spent on each
tasks,  speci f ics of  work completed,  work left  to be
completed)

Due:  Out-of-c lass work log ( including hours spent on each
tasks,  speci f ics of  work completed,  work left  to be
completed)

Due:  Out-of-c lass work log ( including hours spent on each
tasks,  speci f ics of  work completed,  work left  to be
completed) ;  DPH Project  Evaluat ion f inal  deadl ine at
9:30AM

Thursday, April  28,  2022: Final Project Group Work
(Meet in WPAC 184)

Tuesday, May 3,  2022: Final Project Group Work (Meet
in WPAC 184)

Thursday, May 5,  2022: Final Project Group Work (Meet
in WPAC 184)

Final Project Due Date: TBD
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